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M ONE OF CROWN WINE CELLARS
cold and dark wine caverns, between
shelves laden with boxes of fine wines
and champagnes, 2 small group of
peaple bustle around like Santa® little
helpers, excived and jovial. A large
ik barrel is centre stage and in it
Jim Thomipson, chairman of Crown Worldwide
Holdings, tells us, “is o very special Barolo” The
wing is speciil not only becanse ol s pedigree

it comes from lealian vinevard owner Serpio
Barale — but alse becawse it has been brought to
Hoag Foomg on o undgue mission,

This will be the first Larre] of wine to be
bottled in the traditional manner {by hand) ina
cellar in Hlong Rong, and as Gregory Deleb, gen-
cral manager of Crown Wine Cellars explains, its
been along time coming, “The idea arose about
ayear age when Crown Wine Cellars hosted a
dinner for a proup of Knighes {from the lialian
order of the Knights of Albab, including the
[talian Grand Masten” explaing the allable South

their prized cask

Barolo is Born

L DEEP BELOW THE SURFACE OF SHOUSON HILL, A GROUP OF wINE
LOWVERS GATHER. THZIR EXCITEMENT 1S 3
HISTORY AND ANA BOULTER 15 CN S TE

ABCUT TO MAKE
ETHEY DG

Adrican, whe is alse celehrating his Bivthday on
this remarkable oceazion. " We wore brainstearm
g after dinner on ways to let people know
about Barolo, as it has not been macketed well in
Hong Kong, The final concept was to bottle high-
cndl collectalle Barole wine in Hong Koy for
the very first time (o a barceel o the month of
the 10ih anniversary celebrations of Hong Kong's
retarn 1o Ching”

Oreeer ovear later, the bareel and hotling day
arrived. The event is presicded over by Simon
lam, director of the Tnternational Wine Centre
i Heng Bong, and the joker in the group, *We'ne
berter at emprying bottles than filling chem,” he
fquips bedore explaining the process in detail.

First up, the siphon must be cleaned with a
miaxture of potaysio metabisol fvo, which conains
d proservative and an amtibiotic, and wazer, “The
worst thing that couldl happen,” explains John
Diblale, whe has been appointed Grand Master of
Homg Keng, “would be i the wine were contami-
nated. Giten when people sav a wine 15 corked, ic
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